
About the composer:  

Antonio Vivaldi was an Italian composer, who was 

born in  1678 and died in 1741. 

Vivaldi was one of the very first composers to write 

programme music – music designed to evoke 

thoughts of places and things in the world around us. 

He is most famous for writing a series of four 

concertos, entitled ‘The Four Seasons’, which was 

written to remind listeners of places and things in the 

world around them. 

 

 

Interesting ideas: 

Different instruments can be 

used to represent different 

elements of nature.  Each of the 

four concertos gives the violin a 

chance to conjure up sounds 

and pictures from each period 

of the year, from barking dogs 

and mosquitos, to summer 

storms and birds happily singing 

the arrival of spring. 

What instruments can you find 

to represent different sounds of 

nature and the weather? 

 

      Weather music – Vivaldi 

How can different instruments  

represent the weather? 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Concerto - A piece with a 

prominent solo, the full orchestra 

provides accompaniment. A solo 

concerto has one soloist, a 

concerto grosso has a group of 

soloists. 

Motif - a very short musical ‘idea’, 

often just a certain sound, rhythm 

or musical phrase. 

Tuned percussion - percussion 

instruments that can play 

different pitches – xylophones, 

glockenspiels, chime bars etc. 

Programme music - Music that 

tells a story or describes an event, 

place or emotion. 

Ritornello - A structure used in 

concertos where the full 

orchestra alternates with the 

soloist. 

Untuned percussion - percussion 

instruments that can only make a 

limited number of sounds – drums, 

shakers, claves, tambourines. 

 

 

 

Useful links: 

Follow this link to listen to a 

performance of ‘The Four 

Seasons’ by Vivaldi.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnDLlajMx

yo 

Prior learning 

Work in KS1 on untuned 

percussion and rhythm, listening 

to and appraising ‘The 

Nutcracker Suite’, improvising 

and composing rhythms. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnDLlajMxyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnDLlajMxyo

